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Sharing the Moments

A SIMPLE REQUEST
Each week in Juvenile 

Detention and the Jackson 

County Youth Shelter we have 

teams that hold chapel services, 

group discussions, and meet

one to one with many of the 

kids. Our Thursday evening 

teams provide these young 

people with the opportunity 

to fill out prayer request cards. 

These requests are then 

forwarded to prayer teams

that lift them to the Lord.

These requests also come to

my computer each week.

Many are the usual requests, 

to be released to go home or 

somewhere else, to go anywhere 

but Juvenile Detention, but 

some of the requests will

break your heart. I thought I 

would share a few with you: 

   

15 year old boy: “That I can 

find a foster home or do my 

time and get better.  (For) my 

mom to do good when she gets 

out (jail/prison) next month.”

   17 year old girl:  “Just prayer 

all around!  I need help! I just 

need so much prayer.  I’m lost, 

confused!  Can’t label what 

exactly I need prayer for.”

   12 year old boy:  “Pray

that my stress level at least

goes down and that my

cousin gets off meth and

that I leave and not come

back (to JDH). I would like 

you to help me sleep tonight

and that the people (kids) in

the facility learn something

and when they leave not

come back.”

   17 year old boy:  “Pray

that I care about my life as 

much as God (does).

   12 year old girl:  “Please

pray for me that I get out

soon and that my mom is

not using drugs.”

   14 year old boy:  “To get

to a good treatment center

and to pass it with flying 

colors.”

   Can you see the trend in 

these requests?  Hopelessness, 

abandonment, and addictions 

are threaded all through these 

words.  It’s easier to see when

you get to know the kids and 

their personal stories.  This is 

what we do in Juvenile Justice 

Ministry; we get to know the 

kids and then share with them 

the hope that is found in Christ.

Matt Sweeney,

Juvenile Justice Ministry Director

“Pray that I
care about my

life as much
as God (does).”

- 17 year old boy
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LONERS NO MORE
Another terrible shooting 

on a campus, and this

time by a college student.

Wow, what is happening to

our youth that someone can

be so depressed, angry, crazy, 

mad, and totally out of their 

mind to do something so 

horrible, not only to themselves 

but to others? I listened to the 

news and like so many of us,     

I wondered why?

   In the midst of all the talk

and analysis, the word that 

caught my attention was loner. 

This is a word I’ve heard many 

times from school counselors, 

teachers and sometimes even

the student. He/she is a loner;

I am tired of being a loner. I 

want a mentor because I need 

a friend and I don’t want to be 

alone anymore.

   Oh how this puzzles and 

saddens me at the same time.

How in this world with all the

people in it, there are so many 

young people who feel alone

and invisible? There are so

many that feel nobody cares

about them. I don’t understand

it, but I know it’s true. 

   When I hear about another 

shooting, one of the things that 

runs though my mind is how 

grateful I am for God’s love and 

for all the people who do get 

involved in the life of a young 

person. People who by their

love and commitment give

these young people hope and

love and show them there is

a God that loves them! 

  To the world you may be
one person, but to one kid
you may be the world!

Seeing hope and potential in 

every young person!

Clem O’Hara,

H.A.T.S. Program Director
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GOLD
Metal Masters

Pennzoil

SILVER
Body Analysis

East Main Dental Center, LLP 
Moss Adams,LLP CPA’s
Protectors Insurance

RA Murphy Construction Inc.
Rogue Endocrinology Clinics

Superior Athletic Club

BRONZE
American Hardware Mutual Ins. Co. 

AmeriTitle
David C. Smith 

Land America Lawyers Title
Rogue Disposal

Thornton Engineering
West Coast Paper

TEE/GREEN
Answer Page
Batzer Inc. 

Combined Transport
Cross Creek Trading Co.

Doug Schmor
Insurance Marketplace

Jamie Anderson - State Farm Insurance
JBL&K Insurance

Medford Fabrication
Minute Markets
Mustard Press

Northwest Retirement Plans
Pacific Electrical Contractors

ReMax Equity Group
Richard Brewster CPA
Ronda Construction
Premier West Bank

Spring Street Market
US Bank

Van Vleet Real Estate
Windermere Real Estate

Thanks to all our sponsors,
264 golfers (the most ever)
and all our volunteers for
a great day! Over $25,000
was raised in support of
kids in the Rogue Valley!


