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Sharing the Moments

O ur junior high club ministry 
at Hedrick is starting to 

take off again! Every year our 
club graduates more than half 
of our students to high school 
and we find ourselves reaching 
out to new 7th graders each 
fall. It takes a while to build 
these new relationships each 
year, but by January kids start 

filling the club room on Friday 
nights.  This year we even gave 
an Apple iPod away at our 
Christmas party as a promotion 
for our club. If I only could give 
an iPod away every week! Our 
Christmas party attracted many 
new students and many of 
them are still coming! In early 
February we will put on our 
annual Beach Party Outreach 
that will surely attract many 
new students. My coaching 
at Hedrick continues to be 
a valuable tool to meet new 
students and connect with 
their parents. I have a special 
connection with these families 

JUNIOR HIGHMINISTRY 
a new beginning every year

“Junior high students love 
having role models and 
our high school leaders 

provide a Godly example 
for them to follow.”

and a strong desire to see them 
come to Christ. Coaching 
gives me many opportunities 
that I would  not have 
otherwise. I am currently 
coaching wrestling. 
   We continue to use high 
school age leadership students 
to lead small groups in our 
junior high club. This “on the 
job” training has proven to 
be an excellent tool in the 
discipleship of our older 
students.  Junior high students 
love having role models and 
our high school leaders provide 
a Godly example for them to 
follow. Last week after club, I 
watch a high school leadership 
student giving sound advice 
to several junior high students 
about their self-esteem. I 
could tell these students were  
hanging on every word! 

   We highly value your prayers
as we continue to minister 
to junior high students!  And 
we continue to be in need of 
mature adults who will build 
Godly relationships with 
teenagers. Please call me if
you are interested in 
ministering to teens.

Stuart Biegler
North Area Campus Life Director
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A PHONE CALL IN THE NIGHT

RRRIINNNNGGGG!!!!!  Could it 
really be the telephone?  I 

looked at the clock; 11:45pm, I had 
been in bed for only about 20 
minutes.  It had been a very long 
day of ministry and I was almost 
completely asleep when the 
ringing jolted me back awake. 
On the other end of the line was 
Jill (name has been changed) 
and she was having another 
crisis.  The words ‘having 
another crisis’ look so cold as 
I’m writing this, but the reality 
is that she was ‘having another 
crisis’.  I certainly thought it 
could have waited until 
morning, but Jill’s heart needed 
help right now.  We talked for 
45 minutes about the very real 

challenge she was facing and one 
more time she heard me tell her 
the truth of God’s love and how 
important itis for her to surrender 
her life to Him…to really trust Him. 
   Jill and I have known each other 
for almost 6 years now and the 
phone calls have been coming for 
all of these years.  When I first got 
to know her she was only 14 and 
had been ‘going out’ with a young 
man I know.  Our earliest talks 
were to help her process her 
heartbreak over that relationship 
breaking up, but as time went on 
our talks became much more 
serious. Jill comes from an 

“Jill’s calls are not 
always convenient or 
even easy to handle, 

but they always matter 
because she matters.”

extremely messed up family; Dad is 
an active alcoholic while Mom has 
been enabling him all of their 
married life.  She has a younger 
sister who is very rebellious and 
has been in and out of psychiatric 
care.  Their home has always been 
full of anger and fighting, so Jill has 
never had a safe person to talk 

with about the challenges of life. 
   Now she is 20 years old and 
married with 2 small children.  Her 
life is far from stable, but she hasn’t 
been abandoned. Though I only 
see her perhaps once a year or so, I 
can count on hearing from her 
every few weeks.  Her parents lack 
the strength, stability and wisdom 
to really be of help, so God has 
used me to help fill the need. 
What is interesting is that Jill has 
never been in Juvenile Detention 
where ‘my ministry’ is focused.  She 
is just a girl who used to date a 
young man I know many years ago.  
She needed someone and she 
reached out to me to be a listening 
ear, a voice of comfort and wisdom 
in her troubled world.  It would 
have been easy to ‘blow her off’ 
years ago, but the truth is that 

“God has created good works for 
us to walk in” and Jill’s life is one of 
those good works God has 
provided for me.  I am blessed to 
have had the opportunity to be a 
voice of reason and stability in her 
life; for her, her marriage and her 
children.  Jill’s calls are not always 
convenient or even easy to handle, 

but they always matter because 
she matters.  Perhaps one day I 
will be privileged to watch as 
she walks through the gates of 
heaven into the Lord’s arms. 
Perhaps I may even be blessed 
to watch her sons as they enter 
heaven.  Perhaps it will be one 
of these inconvenient phone 
calls that God will use to help 
her see the Lord in a whole new, 
life changing way. Perhaps………..

Matt Sweeney
Juevenile Justice Ministry Director

Rogue Valley

Youth For Christ

can now process 

credit and debit 

cards for

contributions. 

Please contact

Deanna for more

information.

779-3275
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featuring special guest Margaret Becker

Mark your calendars  now!

Featuring Margaret Becker
February 22, 2007

Craterian Ginger Rogers Theater

Call our offi ce at 779-3275
for ticket information


